
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
DATE: 1/22/2014  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
RE: Mason Jerry Goodman and his daughter win the top two awards at 2014 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® National 
Bricklaying Championship 
  
FROM: SPEC MIX®, Inc. 
  
CONTACT: Jeff Farmakes, 888-773-2649, for more information regarding this event. 
 

  
 
Photo Caption: Mason Jerry Goodman and his daughter win the top two awards at 2014 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® National Bricklaying 
Championship  

 
LAS VEGAS, NV — For the first time in the event‟s 12-year history, the top two awards of the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500®  National 

Championship were claimed by a father-daughter team who had the winning hand that earned them a 2014 Ford F-250 4x4 truck and 

over $20,000 in cash and prizes. With the help of his mason tender and daughter, Heidi Albea, the 56-year old mason, Jerry Goodman 

of Blythewood, South Carolina, laid 644 brick in one hour to win the competition‟s highest pair of honors: “World‟s Best Bricklayer” and 

“Top Craftsman”. While competing against 19 other world-class bricklayers from North America, Goodman was the competitor to lay 

the most brick without any brick deductions, an accomplishment that is difficult to achieve considering the strict quality workmanship 



 

standards closely judged by a panel of 25 experienced judges. The event took place Wednesday, January 22nd in the Masonry 

Madness Arena during the World of Concrete/World of Masonry tradeshow at the Las Vegas Convention Center in Nevada. 

  

This wasn‟t the first time Goodman and Albea have worked together; they are two of the family‟s three masons that make up Jerry 

Goodman Masonry. The champion‟s son, Donny, who was cheering from the crowd with his mother, Bobbi, and 12 other family 

members, is the company‟s other trowel-toter that represents the small family business. With masonry in their blood, it‟s a safe bet that 

the Goodman name will appear in the roster of future SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 competitions. However, the immediate question is 

whether Jerry will return to Las Vegas in 2015 for the National Championship to defend his dual titles, which is an expected tradition of 

the top two trophy winners.   

 

When the competition emcee Tom Clark asked Goodman if he would be back to retain his titles he responded, “I might come back but 

it won‟t be to compete as a mason but my youngest son [Donny] might be there and I‟d be helping out. I might try and win that 

TOUGHEST TENDER competition”. The TOUGHEST TENDER is an undercard event that challenges each team‟s mason tender to 

stage all the bricklayer‟s materials and tools as quickly as possible while following a prescribed layout. The payoff for the winning 

tender is $2,500 for what typically amounts to less than 20-minutes of extremely hard work. When Heidi was asked if her dad doesn‟t 

return would she be the tender for her brother Donny, “Oh yeah…This thing is AWSOME!” Her father leaned in and said, “I told her my 

goal one day would be to have her here on the wall and I would be the one helping her out. I‟d like to see that someday, that would be 

something.”  

 

Although Goodman and Albea qualified for the 2013 National Championship, they didn‟t end up in the winner‟s circle, so the mason 

questioned whether he‟d compete in the Carolina‟s regional competition for another shot at the 2014 title belt. Goodman tells the story 

of his daughter‟s persistence, “She talked me into competing last year, and we didn‟t place so I thought I‟m done. But she said, „Come 

on Dad just one more year,‟ and I said OK let‟s do it! One more year, but win, lose or draw, I said this is my last year because it‟s just 

too intense.” Apparently Heidi knew better and the team made their way to Las Vegas and won big.  

 

In addition to winning the shiny-new red Ford F-250 XLT 4x4 Crew Cab pick-up, Jerry and Heidi won $10,000 in cash and a truckload 

of sponsor prizes including a Essick Pro12 Mortar Mixer, two STIHL-TS 500i Cutquik cut-off machines, two loaded Marshalltown tool 

bags and trophy trowel, two IQ360 14” masonry saws with its Smart Cart accessory, two Crick custom levels and two 10-packs of 

Gatorback Mortarboards.  And, like all the previous Champions, Goodman, with his wife Bobbi riding shotgun, loaded up his prize truck 

with all his winnings for the drive home where they‟ll be greeted by family and friends to celebrate the victory.   

 

To earn a seat at the Championship event, the bricklayers had to win one of 16 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 regional qualifying 

competitions the SPEC MIX organization held in 2013 throughout the United States and Canada. Competition bricklayers came from 

states such as Ohio, Washington, Illinois, Utah, East Tennessee, Wisconsin, Colorado, Iowa, West Tennessee, Florida, North Carolina, 

Oklahoma, Iowa, Northern California, Arizona and the Alberta and Ontario provinces. The 2013 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 National 

Champion, Fred Campbell, with Creative Masonry, from Jonesborough, Tennessee returned to defend his title as well as the 2013 

SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN® winner, Steve Cleveland, with Midwest Masonry, from Valparaiso, Indiana.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Photo Caption: Mason Steve Cleveland, Midwest Masonry, located in Mundelein, Indiana, and his mason tender Sedat Supurgeci take 

second place overall. 

 

The 2nd place overall winner was Steve Cleveland, age 39, with Midwest Masonry, Mundelein, Indiana, who laid 604 brick without any 

deductions. Steve won $4,000 cash, a STIHL-TS 420 Cutquik cut-off machine, a loaded Marshalltown tool bag, a custom Crick level 

and a 10-pack of Gatorback Mortarboards. Cleveland, a veteran competitor and winner of the 2013 SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN 

award, was paired with mason tender Sedat Supurgeci.  

 

The 3rd place overall winner was mason 44 year old Filipe Orfao from Cambridge, Ontario, who is with Res Group of Companies, 

located in Cookstown, Ontario.  Filipe a veteran competitor event laid 588 brick and his mason tender was his brother Jose Orfao of 

Hamilton, Ontario. Filipe won $3,000 in cash, a $700 STIHL gift certificate and a loaded Marshalltown tool bag, a custom Crick level, 

and a 10-pack of Gatorback Mortarboards. 

 

 



 

 
 

Photo Caption: Mason Tender Tony Shelton, with Creative Masonry, Jonesborough, Tennessee in action before winning the 2014 SPEC 

MIX TOUGHEST TENDER competition with a time of 17:25 minutes.  

 

The SPEC MIX TOUGHEST TENDER® winner was Tony Shelton, with Creative Masonry, Jonesborough, Tennessee. Tony won 

$2,500 in cash plus sponsor prizes. Even though this was Tony‟s fourth consecutive appearance as a mason tender at the National 

Championship, he raced like never before in front of his fan club to post a winning time of 17 minutes, 25 seconds.  

 

Established in 2003 by SPEC MIX, Inc. to showcase the skill and craftsmanship of masons across North America while creating greater 

awareness in the masonry trade, the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 is considered the world‟s largest trade competition. Held annually 

at the World of Concrete/World of Masonry tradeshow, twenty or more 2-man teams consisting of a mason and mason tender compete 

for 60-minutes to lay the most brick in a 26 foot 8 inch, double wythe brick wall while meeting strictly defined quality standards. The 

competition has four awards for its masons; 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place, which are based on the highest brick count meeting the quality 

standards. The 4th award, the SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN, is judged the “most sellable wall” with at least 500 brick and zero 

deductions. The walls are closely evaluated by 25 carefully selected masonry officials averaging 20 years of bricklaying experience. 

The National and Regional events are sponsored and promoted by Platinum, Gold and Contributor sponsors that represent many of the 

masonry industry‟s leading brands, innovators and supporters of masonry tradesmen.  

 

 



 

 
 
Photo Caption: A view of the Masonry Madness Arena in the Gold lot of the Las Vegas Convention Center. 

 
 
Truck, cash, and prizes are provided by these 2014 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® National sponsors 
Widely recognized by the construction industry as the premier event at the World of Concrete/World of Masonry, the success of this 
competition is largely attributed to the support of its sponsors. Working together to promote the masonry trade and its members, 
numerous companies pull together by making both cash and product contributions.  
 
Platinum Level Sponsors  
SPEC MIX®, Inc. 
Ford Trucks 
Masonry Construction  
Hydro Mobile 
QUIKRETE 
Multiquip 
Belden Brick 

Gold Level Sponsors  
Prism Pigments  
Marshalltown Company 
STIHL, Inc.  
Mason Contractors Association of America 
Crick Tools 
i.Q. Power Tools 
Beta Max Hoists 
National Concrete Masonry Association 

Contributor Level Sponsors  
GATORBACK Mortarboards 
MasonryWorx 
Blaklader Workwear 
Xtreme Manufacturing 
AZ Best Block 
Safway Scaffold 
Jackson Tools & Razorback Shovels  
Mortar Net 
Easy Spred 



 

 
To view an archived webcast video of the 2014 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500 National competition visit: 
http://vpcms.istreamplanet.com/client/specmix/ 
 
SPEC MIX® Inc. is the construction industry‟s national source for high quality; factory preblended cement-based building products for 
the construction industry. With more than 60 manufacturing facilities in all major markets across the US and Canada, SPEC MIX 
production plants utilize state of the art batching equipment and the finest materials to ensure total quality control throughout the 
construction project. 
  
The World of Concrete/World of Masonry tradeshow is owned by Hanley Wood LLC, the premier media and information company 
serving housing and construction industry. Since 1976, Hanley Wood has focused exclusively on North America's important residential 
and commercial construction industry. Through its four divisions, Hanley Wood develops magazines, Web sites, e-newsletters, 
exhibitions and conferences, and custom marketing and data services that support builders, architects and contractors critical 
information needs. 
 
NOTE USE OF TERMS: Please respect all legal trademarks for trade use. In print, the correct way to refer to the competition event is 

the 2014 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500
®
 National, case use as shown. The award titles for SPEC MIX TOP CRAFTSMAN

®
, and SPEC 

MIX TOUGHEST TENDER
®
, should be in all caps followed by the word, “award.” When writing about the SPEC MIX

®
 Corporation the 

correct way to write our corporate name is SPEC MIX
®
, Inc. If referring to SPEC MIX brand the correct way is SPEC MIX

®
. The ® mark 

should always be used on the 2014 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500
®
, and SPEC MIX

®
, Inc. the first time either term is used in body copy 

and always used when either term is in a headline or sub-headline. If being used for mass media news or editorial use, we ask that the 
full term be used at least once at the beginning of the article, thereafter, “event or competition” would be acceptable terms. Please do 
not cut, rename or edit the legal trademarked name of the event so as to maintain the legal brand name and its integrity. If you have 
any questions regarding this event, need images, video footage or logos, contact the name listed below. 
 

For more details about the SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® masonry competition go to www.specmixbricklayer500.com.  
 

For further information view the 2014 SPEC MIX BRICKLAYER 500® National special edition. 
 
For further information about this press release contact: 
 
Jeff Farmakes 

SPEC MIX®, Inc. 
Marketing/Marketing Communications 
O 888-773-2649 
C 612-750-2924 
E HUjfarmakes@specmix.comU 
 

SPEC MIX®, Inc. 
1230 EAGAN INDUSTRIAL ROAD, SUITE 160 
EAGAN, MN 55121 
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